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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
ALEXANDER, LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, 


MY LORD, 


WER I reflect on your Lordſhip's magna- 

nimous conduct towards the author of the 
the following golden rules, there 1s, in my opi- 
nion, a peculiar propriety in dedicating this new 
edition of them to a nobleman, whoſe falents 
were ſo eminently uſeful in procuring the eman- 
cipation of our Arenen brethren. 


In the moſt heartfelt wiſh that the ſame ta- 
lents may be employed on fimilar occaſions with 
the ſame ſplendid ſucceſs, 


I have the honour to be, 
MY LORD, 
ud Lordſhip 8 moſt obedient, 
And very bum Servant, 


7 THE EDITOR. 
r2(b February, 1793- 
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Reducing a Gear Emerts 75 a * Oxe; 


preſented to a LATE Minifter; when he entered 
upon h1s Re ron” ih 
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AN ancient © ſage valued himſelf upon this, that « though he 
could not fiddle, he knew how to make a great city of 


a little one. The ſcience that I, a modern ſimpleton, am 
about to communicate, is the very reverſe. 

I addreſs myſelf to all miniſters who have the manage- 
ment of extenſive dominions, which from their very great- 
neſs are become troubleſome to govern—becauſe the mul- 
tiplicity of their affairs leaves no time for fiddling. 

I. In the firſt place, gentlemen, you are to conſider, 
that a great empire, like a great cake, is moſt eaſily dimi- 
niſhed at the edges. Turn your attention, therefore, firſt 
to the remoteſt provinces, that, as you get 1 rid of them, the 
next may-follow in order. 

IT. That the poſlibility of this ſeparation. may always 

exiſt, take ſpecial care the provinces are never incorporated 
with the mother country ; that they do not enjoy the ſame 
common rights, the ſame privileges in commerce; and that 


they are governed by ſeverer laws, all of your enadting 


without allowing them any ſhare in the choice of the leg; 

lators. By carefully. making and preſerving ſuch diſtinc- 
tions, you wilk (to keep to my ſimile of the cake) act like 
a wiſe gingerbread-baker; who, to facilitate a diviſion, cuts 
his dough half through in thoſe places, where, when baked, 
he would 0 it broken to e 


* 


» [Theſe Rule: firſt a in a 8 newſpaper about the beginning of the 
year 1774, and have ſeveral times ſince been introduced into our public prints. 
The miniſter alluded to is ſuppoſed to be the Earl of H——h. 


© The cauſes and motions of ſeditions (ſays Lord Bacon) are, innovation * 


—_— 


religion, taxes, alteration of laws and cuſtoms, breaking of privileges, general 


< oppreſſion, advancement of unworthy perſons, ſtrangers, dearths, diſbanded ſol- 
< diers, factions grown defperate, and whatſoever in e pore joineth and 
4 Enitteth them in a common cauſe. ] 


: . 
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III. Theſe remote provinces have, perhaps, been acqui- 


red, purchaſed, or conquered, at the ſole expence of the 


ſettlers their anceſtors, without the aid of the mother coun- 
try. If this ſhould happen to increaſe her ſtrength, by their 
growing numbers, ready to join in her wars; her com- 


merce, by their growing demand for her manufaCtures ; or 
| - her naval power, by greater employment for her ſhips and 
ſeamen. - They may probably ſuppoſe ſome merit in this, 


and that it entitles them to ſome favour; you are therefore 


to forget it all, or reſent it, as if they had done you injury,— 


If they happen to be zealous Whigs, friends of liberty, 
nurtured in revolution principles ; remember all that to their 
prejudice, and contrive to puniſh it: for ſuch principles, 


after a revolution is thoroughly eſtabliſhed, are of no more 


uſe; they are even odious and abominable. | 

IV. However peaceably your colonies have fubmitted to 
your government, ſhewn their affection to your intereſts, 
and patiently borne their grievances, you are to ſuppoſe 


them always inclined to revolt, and treat them accordingly. 


Quarter troops among them, who by their inſolence may 
provoke the riſing of mobs, and by their bullets and bayo- 
'nets ſuppreſs them. By theſe means, like the huſband who 
uſes his wife ill from ſuſpicion, you may in time convert 
your ſuſpicions into realities. 3 

V. Remote provinces muſt have governors and judges, to 
repreſent the royal perſon, and execute everywhere the dele- 
gated parts of his office and authority. You miniſters know 
that much of the ſtrength of government depends on the 
opinion of the people; and much of that opinion on the 


choice of rulers placed immediately over them. If you ſend 
them wiſe and good men for governors, who ſtudy the in- 
tereſts of the coloniſts, and advance their proſperity, they 


will think their king wiſe and good, and that he wiſhes the 
welfare of his ſubjects. If you ſend them learned and upright 


men for judges, they will think him a lover of juſtice.— This 
«may attach your provinces more to his government. You 


are therefore to be careful who you recommend for thoſe 
offices, —If you can find prodigals who have ruined their for- 


tunes, broken gameſters or ſtock-jobbers ; thefe may do well 


as Governors; for they will probably be rapacious, and pro- 


voke the people by their extortions. W rangling proctors 
and petty fogging lawyers too are not amiſs ; for they will be 
for ever diſputing and quarrelling with their little parlia- 


ments. If withal they ſhould be ignorant, wrong-headed, 
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and inſolent, ſo much the better. Attorneys clerks and 
| Newgate ſolicitors will do for Chief Juſtices, eſpecially if 
they hold their places during your pleaſure :—and all will 
contribute to impreſs thoſe ideas of your governmetit that 
ate proper for a people you would wiſh to renounce it. 
VI To confirm theſe impreſſions, and ſtrike them deep- 
er, whenever the injured come to the capital with complaints 
of mal - adminiſtration, oppreſſion, or injuſtice, puniſb ſuch 
aitors with long delay, enormous expence, and a fi 
judgement in favour of the oppreſſor: this will have an ad- 
mirable effect every way. The trouble of future complaints 
will be prevented, and governots and judges will be encou- 
raged to farther acts of oppreſſion and injuſtice ; and thence 
the people may become more diſaffeQted, and at length deſ- 
berate. | 
rey II. When ſuch governors have crammed their coffers, 
and made themſelves ſo odious to the people, that they can 
no longer remain among them with ſafety to their perſons ; 
recal and reward them with penfions, You may make them 
baronets too, if that reſpectable order ſhould not think fit 
to reſent it. All will contribute to encourage new gover- 
hors in the ſame practice, and make the ſupreme govern- 
ment deteſtable.  _ | | ODA 
VIII. If when you are engaged in wat, your colofiies 
ſhould vie in liberal aids of nien and woney agairiſt the 
common enemy, upon your ſimple requiſition, and give far 
beyond their abilities, — reflect that a penny taken from 
them by your power, is more honourable to you than a 
pound preſented by their benevolence ; deſpiſe therefore their 
voluntary grants, and teſolve to haraſs them with novel taxes. 
— They 'will probably complaiti .to your parliament, that 
they are taxed by a body in which they have no repreſenta- 
tive, and that this is contrary to common right. They will 
| petition for redreſs. Let the parliament flout their claims, 
feject their petitions, refuſe even to ſuffer the reading of 
them, and treat the petitioners with the utmoſt contempt. 
— Nothing can have a better effect in producing the alie> 
nation propoſed; for though many can forgive injuries, 
* hone ever forgave contempt.  - <A | 
IX. In laying theſe taxes never regard the heavy. burthens 
thoſe remote people already undergo; in defending their own 
frontiers, fupporting their own provincial government, ma- 
* * Fing new roads, building bridges, churches, ' and other pub- 
lic edifices, which in old countries have been done to your 


| 
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hands by your anceſtors, but which occaſion conſtant calls 
and demands 'on the purſes of a_new people. Forget the 
reſtraint you lay on their trade for your own benefit, 


and the advantage a monopoly of this trade gives your ex- 


acting merchants. Think nothing of the wealth thoſe mer- 
chants and your manufacturers acquire by the colony com- 
merce; their increaſed ability thereby to pay taxes at home; 


their accumulating in the price of their commodities, moſt 


of thoſe taxes, and fo levying them from their conſuming. 
cuſtomers : all this, and the employment and ſupport of 
thouſands, of your poor by the coloniſts, you are entirely to 
forget. But remember to make your arbitrary tax more grie- 
vous to your provinces, by public declarations importing 
that your power of taxing them has 10 limits, ſo that when 
you take from them without their conſent a ſhilling in the 
pound, you have a clear right to the other nineteen, This 
will 7 weaken every idea of ſecurity in their property, 
and convince them, that under ſuch a government they have 
nothing they can call their own; which can ſcarce fail of 
producing the happieſt conſequences! 5 | 
X. Poſlibly, indeed, ſome of them might. ſtill comfort 
themſelves'and ſay, Though we have no property, we have 
et . ſomething left. that is valuable; we have conſtitu- 
tional liberty both of perſon and of conſcience. This King, 
theſe Lords, and theſe Commons, who it ſeems, are too 
remote from us to know us and to feel for us, cannot 
take from us our habeas corpus right, or our right of 
trial by a jury of our neighbours: they cannot deprive 
us of the exerciſe of our religion, alter our eccleſiaſ- 
tical conſtitution, and compel us to. be papiſts, if they 
pleaſe, or-mahometans.'—To annihilate this comfort be- 
gin. by laws to perplex their commerce with infinite regula- 
tions, impoſſible to be remembered and obferved: ordain 
ſeizures of their property for every failure ; take away the 
trial of ſuch property by jury, and give it to arbitrary judges 
of your own appointing, and of the loweſt characters in the 


country, whole falaries and emoluments are to ariſe out 


of the duties or condemnations, and whoſe appointments 
are during pleaſure.— Then let there be a formal declara- 
tion of both houſes, that eppoſition to your edicts is trea- 
ſon, and that perſons ſuſpected of treaſon in the provinces 
may, according to ſome obſolete law, be ſeized and ſent . 
to the metropolis of the empire for trial; and paſs an act 
that thoſe there charged with certain other offences, ſhall be 
N | hi ſent 
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te! away i in chains from their frientls and country to Be 
tried in the ſame manner for felony. Then ere& a new]. 
court of inquiſition among them, accompanied by an armed 
force, with inſtructions to tranſport all fuch ſuſpected per- 

ſons ; to be ruined by the expence, if they bring over evi- 
dences to prove their innocence; or be und gullty and 
hanged if they cannot afford it. And left the eople mould 
think you cannot poſſibly go any farther, Sal another fo- 
lemn F act, that King, Lords, and Commons, 
had, have, and of fight ought to have, full power and autho- 
c rity. to make ſtatutes of ſufficient force and validity to bind 
< the unfepreſented provinces i# all cafes whatſoever.” This 
will include ſpiritual with temporal, and taken together, 

muſt operate wonderfully to your purpoſe; by convincing 
them, that they are at preſent under a power ſomething like 
that ſpoken of in the ſcriptures, which can not ng fi kill 
their bodies, but damn their ſouls to all eternity, by com Yo 
pelling them, if it pleaſes, to worſhip the devil. 

XI. To make your taxes more odious, and more likely + to 
procure reſiſtance; ſend from the capital a beard of officers to 
ſuperintend the collection, compoſed of the moſt indijcreet, ill- * 
bred, and infolent you can find. Let theſe have large fala- 
ries out of the extorted revenue, and live in open grating 
luxury upon the ſweat and blood of the induſtrious 3 whom 
they ate to worry continually with groundleſs and expenſive 
proſecutions before the above- mentioned arbitrary revenue- 
Judges ; all at the coſt of the party proſecuted, though ac- 
quitted, becauſe the King is to pay no coſts. Let theſe men 
by your order be exempted from all the common taxes and 
burthens of the province, though they and their property are 

rotected · by its laws.---If any revenue officers are ſuſpe&ted 
of the leaſt tenderneſs for the people, diſcard them. If others 
are juſtly complained of, protect and reward them. If any - 
of the under officers behave ſo as to provoke the people to 

rub them, promote thoſe to better offices : this will encou- 
rage others to procure for themſelves ſuch profitable drub- 
bings, by multiplying and enlarging ſuch een and 
all will work towards the end you aim at. ä 


XII. Another way to make your tax odious, is to ſe - 


700 the produce of it. "or it. was originally ap propria 
or the defence of the provinces, and the better ſupport of 
E and the adminiſtration of Juſtice where it may 
neceſſary ; then apply none of it to that defence, but be- 
flow i it where it is not neceſſary, in augmenting ſalaries or 
penſions 


[16 ] 
penſions to every governor who has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his enmity to the people, and by calumniating them to their 
ſovereign. This will make them pay it mote unwillingly, 
and be more apt to quarrel with thoſe that colle it and thoſe 
that impoſed it; who will quarrel again with them; and all 
ſhall contribute to your own purpoſe, of making them weary 
of your government. | » | 
* III. If the people of any province have been accuſtomed 
to ſupport their own governors and judges to ſatisſaction, you 
are to apprehend that ſuch governors and judges. may be 
thereby influenced to treat the people kindly, and to do them 
Juſtice. This is another reaſon for applying part of that re- 
venue in larger ſalaries to ſuch governors and judges, given, 
as their commiſſions are, during your pleaſure only; forbid- 
ding them to take any ſalaries from their provinces: and 
thus the people may no u hope any kindneſs from their 
ernors, or (in crown caſes) any juſtice from their Judges. 
And as the money thus miſapplied in one province is extorted 
from all, probably all will oat the miſapplication. 

XIV. If the parliaments of your provinces ſhould dare to 
claim rights, or complain of your adminiſtration, order them 
to be haraſſed with repeated diſſolutions.---I the ſame men 
are continually returned by new elections; adjourn their 
meetings to' ſome country village where they cannot be ac- 
commodated, and there keep them during pleaſure ; for this, 
you know, is your prerogative ; and an excellent one it is, as 
you may manage it to promote diſcontents among the peo- 
ple, diminiſh their reſpect, and increaſe their diſaffection. 

XV. Convert the brave honeſt officers of your navy into 
pimping tide-waiters and colony-officers of the cy/foms. Let 
thoſe who in time of war fought gallantly in defence of 
the commerce of their countrymen, in peace be taught to prey 
upon it. Let them learn to be corrupted by great and real 
ſmugglers ; but (to ſhew their diligence) ſcour with armed 
boats every bay, harbour, creek, cove, or nook throughout 
the coaſt of your colonies ; ſtop and detain every coaſter, 
every wood-boat, every fiſherman ; tumble theif cargoes 
and even their ballaſt inſide out, and upſide down ; and if 
2 penny worth of pins is found unentered, let the whole be 
ſeized and confiſcated. Thus ſhall the trade of your colo- 
niſts ſuffer more from their friends in time of peace, than it 
did from their enemies in war.---Then let theſe boats' crews 
land upon every farm in their way, rob their orchards, ſteel 
their pigs and poultry, and infult the inhabitants. If the 
a inured 


L 
' injured and exaſperated farmers, unable to procure other 


Juſtice, ſhould attack the aggreſſors, drub them, and burn 
their boats; you are to call this high treaſon and rebellion, or- 


der fleets and armies into their country, and threaten to carry 


all the offenders three thouſand miles to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered,---O! this will work admirably ! 

XVI. If you are told of di/contents in your colonies, never 
believe that they are general, or that you have given oeca- 
ſion for them; therefore do not think of applying any re- 
medy, or of changing any offenſive meaſure.---Redreſs no 
grievance, leſt they ſhould be encouraged to demand the re- 
dreſs of ſome other grievance. Grant no requeſt that it 
juſt and reaſonable, leſt they ſhould make another that is 
unreaſonable.---Take all your informations of the ſtate of 
the colonies from your governors and officers in enmity with 
them. Encourage and reward theſe leaſing- makers; ſecrete 
their lying accuſations, leſt they ſhould be confuted ; but 
act upon them as the cleareſt evidence---and believe nothing 
you hear from the friends of the people. Suppoſe all ter 
complaints to be invented and promoted by a few fa&tious, 
demagogues, whom if you catch and hang, all would be 
quiet.---Catch and hang a few of them accordingly ; and 
the blood of the martyrs ſhall work miracles in favour of 
your <4 1 | 

II. If you ſee rival Ay rejoicing at the proſpect 


of your diſunion with your provinces, and endeavouring to 


promote it; if they tranſlate, publiſh, and applaud all the | 


complaints of your diſcontented coloniſts, at the ſame time 

privately ſtimulating you to ſeverer meaſures z let not that 
alarm or offend you. . Why ſhould it? fince you all mean 
the ſame thing. 

XVIII. If any colony ſhould at their #wn © Gabe tat a 
fortreſs to ſecure their port againſt the fleets of a foreign 
enemy, get your governor to betray that fortreſs into your 
hands. Never think of paying what it eoſt the country, for 
that would look, at leaſt, like ſome "0 for "JONES but 


* 


* [One of the Amvrican writers Pu « That there bas not been a ſingle in- 


15 YE. in which they have complained without being rebuked ; or in which they 
© have been complained 4 a without being pubiſhed.'—A fundamental miſtake 
in the miniſter ogcafioned this. Every individual in New England (the peccant 

country) was held a coward or a knave, and the diſorders which ſpread abroad 

' there, were treated as the reſult of the t great lenmy ot Britain! By the aid 
this ſhort and benevolent rule, judgement was ever wiſely predetermined ; to the 
22 ont tedreſs on the one hand, ain enforcing every Frgour of Pannen on 

e other. 
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turn 


— 
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diſcourage every other colony from ere 
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turn it into a citadel, to awe the inhabitants, and curb their 
commerce. If they ſhould have lodged in fuch fortreſs the 
very arms they bought and uſed to aid you in your conqueſts, 
ſerze them all; it will provoke like ingratitude added to rob- 
bery.---One admirable effect of theſe ver will be, to 
ing ſuch defences, 
and ſo their and your enemies may more eaſily invade them; 
to the great diſgrace of your government, and of courſe the 

furtherance of your project. 3 
XIX. Send armies into their country under pretence of 
protecting the inhabitants; but, inſtead of garriſoning the 
forts on their frontiers with thoſe troops, to prevent incur- 
ſions, demoliſh thoſe forts, and order the troops into the 
heart of the country, that the ſavages may be encouraged to 
attack the frontiers,“ and that the troops may be protected 
by the inhabitants: this will ſeem to proceed from your 2//- 
will or your ignorance, and contribute farther to produce and 
ſtrengthen an opinion among them, that you are no longer 
fit to govern them.t | 
XX. Laſtly, inveſt the general of your army in the pro- 
vinces, with great and unconſtitutional powers, and free 
him from the- controul of even your own civil governors. 
Let him have troops now ꝗ under his command, with all the 
fortreſles in his poſſeſſion ; and who knows but (like ſome 
provincial generals in the Roman empire, and enconraged 
by the univerſal diſcontent you have produced) he may take 
it into his head to ſet up for himſelf ? If he ſhould, and you 
have carefully practiſed theſe few excellent rules of mine, 


- 


* [I am not verſed in Indian affairs, but I find that in April 1773, the aſ- 
ſembled chiefs of the weſtern nations. told one of our Indian agents, that they 
remembered their father, the King of Great Britain's meſſage, delivered to them 
*- laſt fall; of demoliſhing Fort Pittſburg (on the Ohio) and removing the ſoldiers 
© with their ſharp-edged weapons out of the country ;—this gave them great plea- 
© ſure, as it was a ſtrong proof of his paternal kindneſs towards them.” (See 


| Conſiderations on the Agreement with Mr. T. Walpole for Lands upon the Ohio, p. 9.) 


This is general hiſtory ; I attempt no application of facts, perſonally invidious. 

+ [As the reader may be inclined to divide his belief between the wiſdom of 
miniſtry and the candor and veracity of Dr. Franklin, I ſhall inform him, that 
two contrary objections may be made to the truth of this repreſentation. The 
firſt is, that the conduct of Great Britain is made too abſurd for poſſibility ; and 


the ſecond, that it is not made abſurd enough for fact. If we confider that this 


piece does not include the meaſures ſubſequent to 1773, the latter difficulty is 
eaſily ſet aſide. The former, I can only, ſolve by the many inſtances in hiſtory, 
65 the infatuation of individuals has brought the heavieſt. calamities upon 
nations. = ; _— 
T (i. e. In the fituation and criſis into which things will a have been 

| take . 


| E 13 J "he 
take my word for i it, all the provinces. will immediately j Joi 
him and you will that day (if you have not done it Bane 
get rid of the trouble of governing them, and all the plagues 
attending their commerce, and connection from e 
and for A | „ | 
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4 DrcEARATION by the REPRESENTATIVES. of the 
UNITED STATES of AMERICA, in 
: GENERAL CONGRESS aſſembled.” 


We in the courſe of human events it becomes ne- 
/ ceſſary for one people to diſſolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to aſſume 
among the powers of the earth the ſeparate and e ual ſtation 
to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle 
them, a decent reſpe& to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they ſhould declare the cauſes. which impel them to the 
ſeparation. 

We hold theſe truths to be ſelf-evident : ; that all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights ; that among. theſe are life, li- 
berty, and the purſuit of happineſs. That to. ſecure theſe 


rights, governments are inſtituted among men, deriving. 


their juſt powers from the conſent of the governed; and, 
whenever any form of government becomes deſtruQive of 
theſe ends, it is the right of the people to alter or aboliſh it, 
and to inſtitute a new government, laying its foundation on 
ſuch principles, and organizing its powers in ſuch. form, 
as to them ſhall ſeem molt likely. to effect their ſafety and 
happineſs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that govern- 


ments long eſtabliſhed ſhould 05 be changed for light and 


tranſient cauſes ; and accordingly all experience hath ſhewn, 
that mankind are more diſp 5 4 to ſuffer, while evils are 
ſufferable, than to right ee by aboliſhing the forms 
to which they are accuſtomed ; but, when a long train of 
abuſes and uſurpations, purſuing invariably the fame object, 
evinces a deſign to reduce them under abſolute deſpotiſm, it 


is | 


. 
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is "WU right, * is their duty, to throw off ſuch t 


and to provide new guards for their future ſecurity, Such 


has been the patient ſufferance of theſe colonies, and ſuch is 
now the neceſſity which conſtrains them to alter their for- 
mer ſyſtems of governments. The hiſtory of the preſent 
of — , is a hiſtory of repeated injuries 
and uſurpations ; all having in direct object the eſtabliſn- 
ment of an abſolute tyranny over theſe States. To prove 
this, let facts be ſubmitted to a candid world. | 

He has refuſed his aſſent to laws, the moſt wholeſome and 
neceſſary for the public good. | 

He has forbidden his governors to paſs laws of immediate 


and preſſ ing importance, unleſs ſuſpended in their operation 


till bis affent ſhould be obtained; and, when ſo n, 
he has utterly neglected to attend them. 

He has refuſed to pafs other laws for the accommodation 
of aa diſtricts of people, unleſs thoſe people would re- 
linqui the rights ef repreſentation in the, legiſlature; a 


right ineſtimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. | 


He has called together legiſlative bodies at places unuſual, 
uncomfortable, and diſtant from the depoſitory of their pub- 
lic records, for the ſole purpoſe of fatiguing them i into com- 

pliance with his meaſures. 

He has diſſolved Repreſentative Houſes repeatedly, for op- 
poling, with manly firmneſs, his . on the rights of 
the people. 

He has reſuſed, for a long time after ſuch diffolution, to 
cauſe others to 5 erected; whereby the legiſlative powers, 


A incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at 


large for their exerciſe ; the State remaining in the mean 
time expoſed to all the dangers of invaſion from without, 


"= and convulſions within. 


He has endeavoured to prevent the population of theſe 
States; for that purpoſe obſtructing the laws for naturaliza- 


; tion of foreigners, refuſing to paſs others to encourage their 
| | migrations hither, and raiſing the conditions of new appro- 
pPriations of lands. 


He has obſtructed the adminiſtration of juſtice, by refu- 


| fing his aſſent to laws for eſtabliſhing j bi udiciary powers. 
1 n 


He has made judges de dependent on his will alone, for the 


tenure of their offices, an the amoynt and e of their 
ſalaries. 


He has erected a e of new offices, and ſent hi- 


| ther ſwarms of officers to haraſs our people, and eat out 
their 8 
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He has kept among us in times of peace ſtanding armies, 
without the conſent of our legiſlatures, 

He has affected to render the military independent of, and | 
ſuperior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to ſubje& us to a juriſdie- 
tion foreign to our conſtitution, and unatknowled 3 i 
our laws, giying his- aſſent to their pretended acts 

n 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
For protecting them, by a mock trial, from puniſhment 
for any murders which they ſhould commit on the inhabi- 
tants of theſe States: ä + 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : 

For impoſing taxes on us without our conſent; *' © 

For depriving us, in many caſes, of the benefit of 01 


"ao: tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried for pretended . 
nces : 3 
For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in's neigh- 


bouring province, eſtabliſhing therein an arbitrary govern. 


ment, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at once 
an example and fit inſtrument for introducing the ſame 
abſolute rule into theſe colonies : 

For taking away our charters, aboliſhing our moſt val. 
able laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our go- 
vernments: 

For ſuſpending our own legiſlatures, and declarin em- 
ſelves inveſted with power to legiſlate for us in a caſes 
whatſoever. 

He has abdicated goyernment here, by declaring us out 
of his protection, and waging war againſt us 
Ale has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our coaſts, burnt our 

towns, and deſtroyed the lives of our people. | 
He is, at this time, tranſporting large armies of "Ry 
reign mercenaries, to complete the works of death, deſola- 
tion, and tyranny, already begun with circumſtances of cru- 
elty and perfidy ſcarcely paralleled in the moſt barbarous 
ages, and 1 unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has conſtrained our fellow- citizens, taken captive on 
the high ſeas, to bear arms againſt their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall | 
themſelves by their hands. 7 

He has excited domeſtic infoecreBiiond amongſt us, * * | 
endeayoured to bring or on the inhabitants of our frontiers the 


merci. 2 
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the mercileſs Indian ſavages, whoſe known rule of warfare 


is an undiſtinguiſhed deſtruction of all ages, ſexes, Ang 


conditions. 

In every ſtage of theſe oppreſſions we Have petitioned for 
redreſs, in the moſt humble terms; our repeated petitions 
have been anſwered only by repeated injury.—-A prince, 
Whoſe character is thus marked by every act which may de: 
fine a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor. have we been wanting in attention to our Britiſh 
prethren. We have warned L from time to time, of 


attempts, by their legiſlature, to extend an unwarrantable 


juriſdiction over us; we have reminded them of the circum- 
Rances of,our emigration: -and- ſettlement here; ; we have ap- 
pealed to their native juſtice and magnanimity; and we have 
conjured them by the ties of our common kindred, to diſa- 
row theſe uſurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our 
gonnections and correſpondence. They, too, have been 
deaf to the voice of juſtice and conſanguinity. We muſt, 

therefore, acquieſce in the neceſſity which denounces our 
ſeparation, and hold them, as we hold the reſt of mankind, 


enemies in war, in peace friends. 


We, therefore, the Repreſentatives of the United States 
of Os, in General Congreſs aſſembled, appealing to 
the. Supreme, JUDGE of the world for the rectitude of our in- 
ientions, do, in the name, and by the authority of. the good 
ople of theſe Colonies, ſolemnly publiſh and declare, that 
theſe; United Colanies are, and of right ought to be, FREE 
AND INDEPENDENT STATES, and t at they are abſolved 
from all allegiance to the Britiſh crown, and that all politi- 
cal connection between them and the ſtate of Great Britain 
is, and ought to be, totally diſſolved; and that, as free and 
independent States, they have full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, eſtabliſh commerce, and to do all 
other acts and things which independent States may of right 
do. And for the ſupport of this declaration, with a firm re- 
liance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually 
-Pledge to each other our hves, our fortunes, ang our ſacred 
honour, | 


Signed by order, and in behalf of the Clngiels, 
JOHN HANCOCK, 'Froiident, 
Atteſt, Cranres To! 


